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SIR HENRY ROYCE
CAREER AND MARRIAGE1877-1897

The post-nominal letters, “M.1.E.E.” and “M.I.Mech.E.” in this caption from ‘The
Engineer’ or perhaps ‘The Autocar’ in 1906 are of special interest. They refer
to Royce’s memberships of the Institution of Electrical Engineers and the
Institution of Mechanical Engineers. The original records dated 1897 relating to
these memberships provide a succinct record of Royce’s early career.

At the time the 1906 race for the Tourist Trophy was won by the Rolls-
Royce we were unable to publish a photograph of that very able automobile
engineer, Mr. F. H. Royce, M.LLE.E-, M.I.Mech.E., etc., who is responsible
for the design and production of the Rolls-Royce cars.
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Signature of Candidate .

This additional document below from the Institution of Mechanical Engineers
provides another summary of Royce’s career from 1877 to 1897.
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The 1881 Census showed Royce aged 18 as a Machine Fitter around the
end of his time at the Great Northern Railway. He was living in the household
of his sister, Fanny and her husband. His mother was also living with them.

1891 England Census for Frederick H Royce
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The 1891 Census showed Royce, Electrical Engineer, living with his widowed
mother and they had a 15 year old domestic servant, Patience Dixon.
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and made Oath that she believeth that there is no Impediment
~ of Kindred or Alliance, or of any other lawful cause, nor any
Suit, d in any Ecclesiastical Court to bar or hinder
the Proceeding of the said matrimony, according to the tenor of
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They separated around
1912.
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Mrs Minnie Royce at the wheel of the third Royce car with Mrs Smith as
passenger. Photographed at Brae Cottage, the home of the Royces at
Knutsford in 1904. [Tom Clarke, ‘The Royce Cars’ in Fasal and
Goodman’s ‘The Edwardian Rolls-Royce’]

[Acknowlegements: Assistance from Tom Clarke and records from Ancestry]
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